
Northside Green Zone Task Force Meeting Notes 

Regular Meeting 
December 4, 2019 - 05:30 PM 

Farview Park Recreation Center, 621 N 29th Ave 
Members : Michael Chaney, Markeeta Keyes, Juli Leerssen, Linnae Nelsen-Seys, Roxxanne O'Brien, 
Anthony Taylor, Vanessa Willis  

Guests: Evan Mulholland, Suraya Williams, Jessica Nelson, Kate Murray, D.A. Bullock, Marita Bujold, 
Michelle Shaw, Marianna Hefte 

Facilitators: Sam Grant, James Trice 

Staff : Kelly Muellman, Olayemi Fadahunsi 

5:45 p.m. Welcome and Introductions 

5:55 p.m. Presentation  

1. Minnesota Department of Health - North Minneapolis Biometrics study results. Jessica Nelson 
presented that the project was focused on chemicals that impact child brain development. MDH 
worked with a community in greater MN impacted by pesticides from agriculture and two zip 
codes in Minneapolis. They worked with Early Childhood Screening to ask for volunteers to 
screen pre-school age children for metals (in food and water), air pollution, and pesticides. 
Locally, they partnered with Ticia Fletcher to do outreach and focus groups on messaging. The 
results from the study will be available in spring 2020. They recently received a grant from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to expand the study to other communities across 
the state. 

Unfinished Business  

2. Update on funding and projects:  
1. Community Healing and Violence Prevention has purchased most of the materials for 

the Trauma Response kits. They will do a show-and-tell at a future Green Zone meeting.  
2. The Land, Air and Water and Affordable Housing working groups helped sponsor and 

recruit for the Northside Climate Reality event on November 20. Linnae counted 64 
people at the height of the panel. Many more people just swung through the event 
because they were attending other activities in the community that night. Great food, 
great panel, and success with getting interviews for the podcast. 

3. The Food and Soil working group is supporting plant-based businesses in North 
Minneapolis by working with Coco and Lala. There is a Taste of Northside event coming 
up on December 19 from 5:00-8:00 p.m. at NEON that is sponsored as part of this work. 

Announcements  
• Join the Governor’s Climate Advisory Council. The Governor is seeking 15 members with 

representation from community leaders, individuals with experience in the business sector, 
agriculture, conservation and environmental protection, and other relevant stakeholders. Apply 
online by December 25. 

 
• Small business refrigeration upgrades – the City is partnering with Xcel Energy and Center for 

Energy and Environment to offer discounted upgrades on refrigeration in small businesses. They 
are targeting outreaching in the Green Zones, starting with the Northside. If you know any 
businesses that would benefit, please let me know! 

 

https://commissionsandappointments.sos.state.mn.us/Agency/Details/268
https://commissionsandappointments.sos.state.mn.us/Agency/Details/268


Thurs, Dec 5 
• Rights of Nature – Personhood for the Mississippi River. 6:00-7:30 p.m. at Macalester College. 
• Cultural Districts meeting at UROC from 5-7pm. There will be a panel and the Mayor is expected 

to attend. 
• Wendy’s House of Soul will be reopening with limited hours, 10am-6pm. 

 
Fri, Dec 6 

• Youth Climate Strike is striking this Friday. From 3:00-5:00 pm they will be at the State Capitol 
for a teach-in demanding that the State of Minnesota divest from fossil fuels. 

 
Sat, Dec 7 

• Open House on Public Park Space at Upper Harbor Terminal at North Commons Park. (flyer 
attached) Stop by anytime between 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. (food will be served at 12:30 p.m.) Kids are 
welcome! Fun activities for the whole family! For questions, contact Kate Lamers, 
klamers@minneapolisparks.org, 612-230-6486 

o See what activation and use ideas have been gathered since 2016 
o Continue conversations about how future public park space will reflect the Northside 
o Consider ways the Upper Harbor can evolve over time 
o Meet potential partners and a Park Board naturalist! 
o Tour the site by bus (tours begin at 11:45 a.m & 1 p.m.) 

 
Mon, Dec 9 

• Northpoint hosting an introduction to their needle exchange near Merwin Liquors on West 
Broadway. 3:00-8:00p.m. 

 
Tues, Dec 10 

• Board Representation Leadership Training for People of Color and Indigenous People at the 
Humphrey School of Public Affairs from 5:30-8:30 p.m. *Vanessa said it was good! (flyer 
attached) 

• Presentation of findings on Northside expectations on policing (UMN report). At UROC 5:30-
8:00pm 

 
Wed, Dec 11 

• Upper Harbor Terminal Collaborative Planning Committee meeting at Northpoint from 5 p.m. to 
7 p.m. (open to the public).  Learn more about the committee's work. For questions, contact 
John Louis, john.louis@minneapolismn.gov, 612-673-5015  

 
Wed, Dec 18 

• Upper Harbor Terminal Learning Lab at Northpoint (4th floor). 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. (Light Meal 
Provided) Topic: Design Charrette for Land Use & Community Benefits. Please RSVP through 
Eventbrite  

 
Thurs, Dec 19 

• Taste of Northside at NEON 5:00-8:00 p.m. This event is being supported by the Northern Green 
Zone! Check out the Northside plant-based businesses “The Trill Plant Based Guide” on 
Facebook or website. 

 

Discussion  

3. Set meeting date for January 2020: The January Northern Green Zone Task Force meeting falls 
on January 1st which is a holiday. Attendees voted to move the January meeting date to Tues, 

https://www.facebook.com/events/607132393188014/
https://www.facebook.com/events/427172997972895/
mailto:klamers@minneapolisparks.org
https://mailchi.mp/umn.edu/4fvqjmzvgs-3746121?e=0ac9a649d8
http://upperharbormpls.com/city-collaborative-planning-committee
mailto:john.louis@minneapolismn.gov
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/upper-harbor-terminal-community-engagement-learning-table-6-dec-2019-tickets-83736346667
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/upper-harbor-terminal-community-engagement-learning-table-6-dec-2019-tickets-83736346667
https://www.facebook.com/events/2471359396456680/
https://www.facebook.com/trillplantbasedguide/
http://www.thetrillplantbasedguide.com/


January 7 (same time 5:30-7:30 p.m.) Please contact Kelly, Sam or James asap if this date does 
not work for you. 

4. Continue Work Plan discussion. Finalize the policies, programs, initiatives. 

5. Gratitude to Sam Grant and James Trice.  

Adjournment  

6. Adjourn the meeting until January 2020.  

Notice: A portion of this meeting may be closed to the public pursuant to MN Statutes Section 13D.03 or 
13D.05  

Next Northside Green Zone Task Force meeting Date: Tuesday, January 7, 2020 at 5:30 p.m.  

For reasonable accommodations or alternative formats please contact the City Coordinator's Office at 
612-673-3014 or e-mail kelly.muellman@minneapolismn.gov. People who are deaf or hard of hearing 
can use a relay service to call 311 at 612-673-3000. TTY users call 612-673-2157 or 612-673-2626. Para 
asistencia 612-673-2700 - Rau kev pab 612-673-2800 - Hadii aad Caawimaad u baahantahay 612-673-
3500.  

mailto:kelly.muellman@minneapolismn.gov

